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No. 60.—THE PART PLAYED BY FOREIGN POWERS IN THE
CREATION OF ITALY.
france.
Napoleon III had been a carbonaro in his young days ; " nationalism "
was ^an important article of his creed ; opposition to Austria was a
traditional part of French foreign policy; on his first accession to
power he had promised to " do something for Italy." But there were
two difficulties : (a) supporting rebellions was opposed by the powerful
" Party of Order " in France—especially by the Empress and the clericals,
who were horrified at the prospect of the Pope losing his Domains;
and (b) it was contrary to French policy to create a powerful kingdom
on her south-eastern frontier, and Napoleon therefore did not want
the unification to go further than a loose confederation of states.
1858-59. He entered into the Pact of Plombieres; led a French army
to support Victor Emmanuel in the campaign of Solferino ; made the
Armistice of Villafranca and the Treaty of Zurich, by which Lombardy
was added to Piedmont (§ 133)*
1860. He made the Treaty of Turin by which he countenanced the
annexation of the Duchies and Romagna by Piedmont, receiving Savoy
and Nice for himself (§ 133).
(But he installed a garrison at Rome to protect the Pope's in-
dependence.)
1865.	He  entered  into verbal  agreements with  Bismarck  (at
Biarritz) by which Italy was to have Venetia as a result of Austro-
Prussian War (§ 139).
prussia.
Before Bismarck^ became chief minister, Prussia had hindered Italian
unity by threatening the French frontier during the war of 1859.
Bismarck reversed this policy, but purely for Prussian interests—he
cared nothing about Italian " freedom."
1866.	Bismarck made treaty with Italy for a simultaneous attack on
Austria.   The Italians were defeated at Custozza, but the victory
of Koniggratz enabled Prussia to compel Austria to cede Venetia to
Italy.
1870. Prussia's defeat of France compelled the withdrawal of the
French garrison from Rome, which became the capital of Italy.
britain.
Public opinion had always been sympathetic towards foreign
(especially Italian) " liberals," and many of them took refuge^ here.
This was almost the only subject on which the " Triumvirate"
Ministry (Palmerston, Russell, Gladstone) was heartily agreed.
1859. This attitude was so well known that the mere presence of
die British Mediterranean squadron paralysed the Neapolitan warships
during the landing of Garibaldi's " Thousand " in Sicily and during
their transportation across the Strait of Messina; and Lord John
Russell's declaration of neutrality was so emphatic that the reactionary

